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Cossayuna Lake 
WINTER NEWSLETTER 

  
Greetings, Cossayuna!                                                      Lynn LeCours, CLIA President                                                       

Wow, the 2022 spring and summer season sure did fly by! We were so fortunate to have had such spectacular   
weather well into the Fall. There were boats in the lake right into the end of October… and a few of the bravest of 
boaters still had their boats on the lake in November!   
 
With the arrival of the cold winds and snow, we saw the snowbirds head south, while those who live here year-round 
start to batten down the hatches and prepare for winter.  
 
The Cossayuna Lake Improvement Association was very happy to welcome some new faces to the board this 
year.  And all of us would like to thank everyone that worked so hard to keep things rolling to benefit those of us who 
live on and love our beautiful lake.  
 
The Harvesting and Lake Management teams did a phenomenal job this past season. We’re grateful for their nonstop 
hard work and diligence. The lake has never looked better!  
 
A new Data Management team was recently formed to take over the incredible job that Nancy Hieber has done over 
the years. Nancy’s shoes are not easy ones to fill, and the team is off to a great start following her retirement.  
 
Our new Social team has jumped right in and gotten busy working on fresh ideas for fun and fellowship around the 
lake. Keep an eye on the event calendar on our website to see what fun they 
have planned for the new season.  
 
As always, please feel free to reach out to any one of us if you’d like to get 
involved with our organization. Volunteers are always welcome and very 
much appreciated.  
 
We wish you all a safe and very happy new year!  See you in the Spring!  
 
Your Friends at the CLIA  
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Lake Management Appeal                                       Sheila Rappazzo, Herbicide Chair 
 

Please donate to support the Lake Management program for the treatment of invasive, non-native weeds. Part of life on 
our lovely lake is the yearly struggle to maintain water quality and overall health of the lake. We are grateful for both the 
generous donations we receive each year and for the efforts of dedicated volunteers who monitor water quality and levels, 
take water samples throughout the summer for testing, oversee the herbicide program and when necessary, get in the   
water and hand pull weeds.  It is truly a labor of love, although the camaraderie and fellowship between this great group of 
folks are rewards in themselves.  

Yearly herbicide treatment areas can range from 30 - 90 acres, based on what we find during our pre-treatment survey.  We 
work with both our lake management service provider and the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) to 
design and implement the appropriate treatment plan each year.  Frankly, it’s a lot of work and it is expensive, but the   
alternative is to see a serious decline in the quality of our lake environment.    

Once again, we expect to target and treat Curlyleaf Pondweed and Eurasian Milfoil, the 2 most prominent of the invasive 
non-native weed species on our lake. Treatment will be completed early enough in the season so that it should prevent the 
seeds from maturing.  However, we need to stay on top of the situation because regardless of the success of any one year 
of treatment, the plant seeds on the lakebed from prior years are still viable to grow.  

Your generous support for treatment of these non-native invasive weed beds is what has brought our lake back towards 
health.  It is really  important to be vigilant; if we don’t keep it in check, the Milfoil will re-root all around the lake again, and 
as we’ve experienced, the Curlyleaf is also quick to re-emerge.   
 
Won’t you please consider contributing $100 - $200 or more if you can?  All donations will be greatly appreciated.  So, 
please, love our lake.  Help  protect it from these damaging invasive weeds.   If you have questions, please call or text Sheila 
Rappazzo at sarappazzo@yahoo.com or 518-429-8312.   

Please make the choice, donate, and help keep Cossayuna Lake healthy.  Please donate generously to the Lake           
Management fund found on the Membership form. You can also donate online by going to our website, click on the            
“Online Sign-up” page and click on the Lake Management projects link.  THANK YOU! 

Membership                                                                    Bob Reilly, Membership Chair                                                          
 

After 5 months of looking for a summer house on a lake, finally on September of 2021, my wife Kathy and I purchased a 
house on Cossayuna Lake. In May of 2022 we moved in. We knew very little about the lake and didn’t know anyone who 
lived there. We were contacted by someone on the lake who suggested we join the Cossayuna Lake Improvement            
Association (CLIA). We did and that turned out to be one of the best decisions we could have made. We attended many 
events and enjoyed all of them. Best of all, we didn’t feel like strangers. We met so many nice people we never would have 
met otherwise. Many will be friends for life.  
 

The more we found out what the CLIA does for the lake and the people who live here, the more we appreciate it. If you are 
new to the area or someone who hasn’t yet joined the Association, then look at the archive of previous newsletters and 
read them. They will tell a story of what is being done. There is a reason that the lake we all love and use is as clean and 
nice as it is; it is because of the work the CLIA does, and your financial support helps greatly. There are so many benefits to 
joining the Association. To name a few: you can rent the entire building for a family reunion or other family events or just 
rent tables and chairs.  You can also arrange for your dock area to be harvested of lake weeds. The Association has          
conducted boating safety events, dance lessons and discussions on topics such as Alzheimer’s and other pertinent matters.  
The CLIA sponsors these events, but they are available for everyone to attend.  And of course, concerts, BBQ’s, trivia nights, 
bingo nights, dancing and parties are open to everyone.  
 

This newsletter includes a membership form, or you can sign up online.  If you are a current or past member, please renew. 
If you are not a member, please consider joining. If you have a neighbor or friend living within a mile of the lake, discuss 
with them about joining. In addition to the modest membership fee, please consider participating in harvesting by donating. 
The CLIA is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization run by volunteers, and your contributions help. Become one of the over 250 
members. Signing up for membership early would greatly help.  If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me 
(Bob Reilly) or any board member.   

mailto:sarappazzo@yahoo.com
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2023 Cossayuna Lake Management Plan Lynn Wilbur, Lake Management Task Force Chair    

1. Spillway: 

To maintain the integrity of the spillway structure ·Regularly survey the spillway to assess maintenance needs. 

To manage the water level ·The water level reduction of the lake has a maximum of 20 inches.  The water level will be lowered 
before the lake freezes. This water level adjustment is just enough to provide shoreline protection from erosion and ice       
scouring. ·Begin  monitoring the water level in the spring as soon as the ice goes out. ·Establish / maintain the summer level at  6 
inches above the bottom of the notch in the top of the spillway via the 6 inch board. 

2. Maintain/improve the water quality in Cossayuna Lake at a level that supports such activities as fishing, swimming, & 
boating. 

Management of non-native invasive weeds ·Through data collection and at least two lake surveys annually, the board of       
directors will seek to implement the most effective and targeted herbicide program. ·All proper herbicide permitting through 
DEC, notification and signage will be implemented in accordance with all laws. ·Identification of weeds in front of private      
property will be made available upon request to help educate riparian owners. ·Harvesting of curlyleaf pondweed in open      
waters will be done whenever and wherever possible depending on time and need throughout the growing season, as this non-
native invasive weed is an annual seed dropper. ·Harvesting of milfoil in open waters will be done if we determine that the weed 
bed is in a high boat traffic area, and to keep the outlet flowing. ·Funding from the towns, county and state will be sought       
annually for open water harvesting 

Management of native weeds ·The dock harvesting will run from mid May until the beginning of September with a paid work 
crew, depending upon funds received from individual property owners.  A minimum of three cuts will be offered per season. 
·Coontail will be harvested in open waters whenever and wherever masses of this native weed are found. 

Wetlands ·Only 50% of any given NYS identified wetland area in the lake will be harvested and/or treated annually. We are   
adding  algae treatments to our wetlands permit to be prepared if any given year we have a massive algae bloom. 

3.  Minimize the introduction of nutrients and sediment into the lake:  

To education stakeholders regarding best practices. ·Seek to obtain free educational materials through State sponsored        
organizations. ·Provide a speaker for weed identification. ·Encourage stakeholders to use non-phosphorus products on their 
lawns and in their home. ·Encourage shoreline owners to implement a Shoreline Buffer Zone ·Provide information on permits 
needed for bank stabilization ·Encourage the involvement  of the Argyle and Greenwich Town Boards ·Provide information on 
septic system care. ·Provide information on boat cleaning via newsletter and inspections at the launch 

To reduce nutrient loading via road runoff, terrain runoff and stream runoff. ·Continue to work with various highway            
departments and the county soil and water commission and DEC to encourage the best practices in road repairs and salt        
application. ·With the Upper Hudson Watershed Coalition develop a list and correction plan with the towns and Washington 
County Soil and Water Dept. of priority issues around the lake. ·Investigate grants to help pay for the needed work. 

To reduce contamination via septic systems around the lake. 
· Continue to monitor the environment to ensure that building codes and sewer discharge regulations are observed. ·Work with 
the Towns and State to develop a long range plan to address septic concerns. 

4.  Monitor the water quality through research activities designed to assess such factors as lake usage, water clarity, oxygen         
saturation, bacterial contamination. ·Work to get a team of volunteers to test areas of concern for nitrates, phosphates, and 
bacterial contamination and utilize our testing equipment to assess oxygen and conductivity along with bottom sludge. 
·Continue to collect lake water data via CSLAP (Citizens Statewide Lake Assessment Program) membership. 
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CLIA BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  We welcome some new faces to the Board for the upcoming year.           

Welcome to Marie Dumas, Bob Reilly and Cheryl Stanford-Smith!   We thank all former Board members 

for their hard work and dedicated service to our lake.  

2022 – 2023 CLIA STANDING COMMITTEES 

BYLAWS  Chair: Anne Marie Marrone Caliendo    

FINANCE  Chair: Rick Ryan   

LAKE MANAGEMENT  Chair: Lynn Wilbur  518.692.9770 

NOMINATING  Chair: Joanne Bonacker   518.369.9889 

2022 – 2023 CLIA OFFICERS  

PRESIDENT  Lynn LeCours  518.253.9377 

VICE PRESIDENT  Peggy Pahoulis  757.635.9891 

TREASURER  Rick Ryan    

SECRETARY  Anne Marie Marrone Caliendo 

2022 – 2023 CLIA AD HOC COMMITTEES 

MEMBERSHIP  Chair: Bob Reilly 631.897.4811  

SPILLWAY  Chair: Gene Henry 518.744.4768 

COMMUNICATIONS  Chair: John Felicetti 914.441.8266 

BUILDING & GROUNDS  Chair: Tom LeCours 518.366.1151 

RENTALS  Chair: Bob Reilly 631.897.4811  

SOCIAL & FUNDRAISING  Co-Chairs: JoAnne Bonacker 518.369.9889, 

Marie Dumas 212.920.5511, Lynn Jackson 518.878.9384,  Karen Ryan 

413.281.2772  

SIGNAGE  Co-Chairs: JoAnne Bonacker 518.369.9889, Marie Dumas   

212.920.5511 

DATA MANAGEMENT TEAM JoAnne Bonacker 518.369.9889, John 

Felicetti 914.441.8266, Lynn LeCours 518.253.9377, Peggy Pahoulis 

757.635.9891, Bob Reilly 631.897.4811, Karen Ryan 413.281.2772, 

Rick Ryan, Cheryl Stanford-Smith 518.692.2108 

EDUCATION  Chair: Lynn Wilbur 518.692.9770 

HARVESTING  Co-Chairs: Gene Henry 518.744.4768, Tim Hopkins 

518.466.8653   

HERBICIDE  Chair: Sheila Rappazzo 518.429.8312 

CSLAP DATA COLLECTION  Chair: Lynn Clauer  631.335.4704 

PROMOTION / MERCHANDISE  Chair: Tom LeCours 518.366.1151 

INSURANCE  Chair: Ed Costello  518.692.2039 

WATER CHESTNUT REMOVAL  Chair: Gene Henry  518.744.4768 

2022 – 2023 CLIA DIRECTORS 

Joanne Bonacker 

Ed Costello 

Marie Dumas 

Gene Henry 

Tim Hopkins 

Lynn Jackson 

Tom LeCours 

Sheila Rappazzo 

Bob Reilly 

Karen Ryan 

Cheryl Stanford-Smith 

Lynn Wilbur 

Photo Courtesy of Jack Newton 
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2023 Events at the Lake                                                 CLIA Social Committee 

 

 

 

 

Good news!  We have already started planning events for the 2023 season, and are excited that we will 

have more opportunities for fellowship and fun. Here are just a few of the events planned as of this    

issue’s publication; we encourage you to check the event calendar on the website, as we expect to add 

more fun activities in the weeks ahead!  We appreciate your enthusiasm and help.  As always, if you 

have an idea for an event or would like to volunteer to help out, please contact us.  Many hands make 

light work!                                                              

                                                                               JoAnne Bonacker, Marie Dumas, Lynn Jackson, Karen Ryan 

 

July 1st - BINGO!  5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

June 3rd - About Boating Safely  8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

2023 EVENT CALENDAR 

May 28th - Memorial Day Breakfast with Tim & Donna Hopkins 

June 24th - Movie Night!  7:00 PM - 11:00 PM 

July 8th - NY Lounge Lizards 

July 21st - Grillin’ & Chillin’ with the Lakesiders 

August 26th - Pizza & Trivia 

August 19th - Love Our Lake Chicken BBQ 

July 15th - Jupe Box Food Truck  5:00 PM 

July 2nd - 3rd Annual Sue Roach Memorial 4th of July Boat Parade 

Ice Cream Social to follow the Boat Parade! 

August 4th - Tacos! 

August 12th - Cocktail Hour 6:00 PM; Everest Rising - Acoustic Music 7:00 PM 

June 24th - CFD Water Safety Presentation 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM 

May 15th - June 19th: Hula Hoop Fitness classes, Mondays @ 9 - 9:30 am 
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Numbers to Live By*                                     

• In calendar year 2021, the Coast Guard counted 4,439 accidents that involved 658 deaths, 2,641      
injuries and approximately $67.5 million dollars of damage to property as a result of recreational 
boating accidents.  

• The fatality rate was 5.5 deaths per 100,000 registered recreational vessels. This rate represents a 
15.4% decrease from the 2020 fatality rate of 6.5 deaths per 100,000 registered recreational vessels.  

• Compared to 2020, the number of accidents decreased 15.7%, the number of deaths decreased 14.2%, 
and the number of injuries decreased 17.2%.  

• Where cause of death was known, 81% of fatal boating accident victims drowned. Of those drowning 
victims with reported life jacket usage, 83% were not wearing a life jacket.  

• Where length was known, 3 of every 4 boaters who drowned were using vessels less than 21 feet in 
length.  

• Alcohol use is the leading known contributing factor in fatal boating accidents; where the primary 
cause was known, it was listed as the leading factor in 16% of deaths.  

Where instruction was known, 75% of deaths occurred on boats where the operator did not receive 
boating safety instruction. Only 16% percent of deaths occurred on vessels where the operator had    
received a nationally-approved boating safety education certificate. 
 

 *Source: https://www.uscgboating.org/library/accident-statistics/Recreational-Boating-Statistics-2021.pdf   
Bolded notations added. 

The bottom line?  Although recent safety trends are positive, proper boating instruction is critical to ensure 
the  safety of everyone aboard your vessel. Also, life jackets are an essential component of safe boating.  
And finally,  alcohol and safe boating do not mix.  Have fun on our beloved lake, but please use your head 
to avoid becoming a statistic!   
 

 

 

 

Clean, Drain & Dry! 

Before putting your boat into the lake at the start of the season or heading out for a day on the water in a    
neighboring lake, be sure to Clean, Drain, and Dry your boat to be sure it is free of aquatic invasive species. 
These simple steps will help keep our favorite lake or healthy. To be sure your boat is invasive species-
free, Paul Smith’s College Adirondack Watershed Institute (AWI) operates free boat wash stations during 
the boating season at a number of locations in the Adirondack region.  

Beginning last June, any motorized watercraft launching into a lake inside the Adirondack Park or within 10 
miles of the park boundary, also known as the "blue line," must certify that they have followed the Clean, 
Drain, Dry steps. Certifications can be issued by AWI stewards at launches across the park, or you can self-
certify and print the form yourself.  The nearest boat washing station to Cossayuna Lake will operate     
during the season at the Adirondack Welcome Center (I-87 Northbound Between Exits 17 & 18). 

The hot water pressure washer units will provide a safe mechanism to disinfect exterior surfaces, including 
hulls, propeller units, trailers, and top decking. For interior, sensitive locations, such as bilges, a low      
pressure flush will be used. Equipment such as fishing gear and floatation devices will be soaked in hot  
water using low pressure. Stewards will work with boat owners to ensure proper hull disinfection without 
any damage to the boat, its components or any equipment.  

https://www.uscgboating.org/library/accident-statistics/Recreational-Boating-Statistics-2021.pdf
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DID YOU KNOW? 

GREAT IDEA 
Rent a porta potty for a busy weekend, a 
party or all summer! 
 

Stone Industries (800.446.6331) comes 
to empty, clean & sanitize them on a 
weekly basis. Great deal and it saves the lake! 

Online sign-up for membership, herbicide treatment 
harvesting or donations is fast and convenient! Yep, 
from the comfort of your home you can go online and     
donate by credit or debit card, or by PayPal.  Just go to  
the CLIA website: www.cossayunalake.com and click 
on the Online Sign-up link at the top of the page.  You 
will need to click on a  separate link for each item you 
wish to pay for online.  
 
Old school? Sure, you can still write a check and mail it 
in with the All-in-One form included in this newsletter, 
or go to the Forms & Applications link on the website.   
Questions? Call or email John Felicetti (914.441.8266 
or jsfelicetti@yahoo.com). 

It’s easy to reserve the 
CLIA Clubhouse for 
your next family       
reunion, wedding or 
private event. 
Contact Bob 
Reilly @ 
631.897.4811 or go to 
the website for details. 

All individuals born on or after 5/1/96 are required to successfully complete an approved course in  
boater education to operate a motor boat or personal watercraft. Fortunately, the US Coast Guard     
Auxiliary is holding a 1 day in person certification course at the CLIA clubhouse on June 3rd, 2023! See 
the  flyer on page 8 of the newsletter. Contact Lynn Enny at 518.499.2883 with questions or to register.  
The deadline for registration is April 10th, 2023. 

We currently have 1 CLIA Honorary Member among us - 
Olive Chesbro, age 93, from Cambridge, NY.  Olive and her 
late husband Bill were very active in the 
Association.  Bill Chesbro was part of the 
group that started up the harvesting 
program on the lake.  Olive and Bill 
owned Cossayuna Lake rental cottages 
for over 40 years.  Both Bill and Olive (Class of 1947)
attended Cambridge public schools, and Olive was a     
Secretary in the Cambridge Central School system. We 
celebrate Olive’s deep connections with the CLIA!  

• January 2:  Science Fiction Day 
 

• January 9:  Static Electricity Day 
 

• January 15: Strawberry Ice Cream Day 
 

• January 19: Popcorn Day 
 

• January 22: Answer Your Cat’s Questions Day 
 

• January 27: Chocolate Cake Day 
 

• January 31: Backwards Day 

U.S. Census Bureau 
data reveals that only 
about 0.07% or 
205,000 people in the 

U.S. are “leapers” (folks that 
have a February 29th birthday).  

Thanks to 
you,  in 2022 
CLIA  delivered much 
needed food and other 
staples to the           
Cossayuna Food Pantry.  

The CLIA is partnering with the Cossayuna Fire 
Department to host a 40-minute presentation to 
educate our community about what people 
should and can do in the event of a water   
emergency.  Topics will include general water 
and boating safety, drowning prevention     
strategies, hypothermia awareness and          
prevention, proper CPR protocols, and rescue 
safety and protocols.  After the presentation, an 
optional tour of the fire station will be offered to 
view the various pieces of water 
rescue equipment that is used 
and answer any questions that 
attendees may have. The presentation will be 
held on Saturday, June 24th from 9:30 am - 
10:30 am at the Cossayuna Fire Department. 

http://www.cossayunalake.com
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2023 
Please patronize our advertisers and tell them that you appreciate their support of CLIA.  

Cossayuna Lake 
ADVERTISER DIRECTORY 

https://www.facebook.com/colbyconstruction6/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064710559838
http://www.adirondacktreesurgeons.com/
http://www.bunkerhillinn.com/
https://boothsblendcompost.com/
http://www.2ndstorysalon.wix.com/2ndstorysalon
http://www.karnerdocks.com/
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2023 

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them that you appreciate their support of CLIA.  

Cossayuna Lake 
ADVERTISER DIRECTORY 

http://www.equitasny.com/lynn
http://www.northcountryexcavating.com/
http://www.lakestyleshop.com/
http://www.salemfarmsupply.com/
https://ww3.truevalue.com/Default.aspx?alias=ww3.truevalue.com/salemhardware
https://cossayunalake.com/contact-us/
http://www.scotlanderbc.com/
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Want to skip the paperwork? You can sign up for CLIA membership or harvesting,  make a donation to support lake 

management or rent the Clubhouse for your hosted events online!  Go to cossayunalake.com/online-sign-up/ 
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JOIN YOUR LAKE ASSOCIATION TODAY! 

Benefits of being a member of the CLIA include: Pavilion rental at a very         

reasonable price. Table and chair rentals for parties.  Use of the CLIA beach and 

dock and a voice in the future of our lake.  

 

Anyone who lives within one mile of the lake can be a member.  

Please join us!  

 

If you would like to receive this newsletter by email instead of paper, go to   
cossayunalake.com/contact-us/  and let us know. 

 

 

 
 

 

CLIA 
PO BOX 81 
Cossayuna, NY 12823-0081 
 

Return Service 
Requested 

Photo Courtesy of John Felicetti 

 


