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Cossayuna Lake 
SUMMER NEWSLETTER 

  Welcome back! 

 
The nice weather is finally here, and another great season is underway at the lake. As always, we 
have some fun events scheduled at the clubhouse. We hope you’ll join us for fun and fellowship. 
  
Remember, the proceeds from all of these events go directly to the funds needed to keep our lake 
beautiful. That has been the mission behind the Cossayuna Lake Improvement Association and 
why it was originally formed almost 70 years ago.  
   
Our volunteers work very hard behind the scenes. They keep the membership directory up to date 
and the clubhouse clean. They make sure the bills are paid, the dock is put in, the dumpster is 
emptied and the mail is collected. They keep track of on-line payments, harvesting sign ups, raffles 
and ticket sales. Our volunteers work tirelessly with the proper town and state officials on lake 
quality, treatments, and testing.  They gather information for the newsletter and prepare it for 
mailing. Your friends on the lake answer your phone calls, emails, and Facebook inquiries. They 
coordinate and send out the email blasts that you see regularly.  And then they relax by putting on 
the Friday night dances, dinners and chicken BBQ’s! 

 
We’re so thankful for our volunteers! 
 

Please consider joining us. To find out how you can help, please contact any one of your friends on 
the board. As they say, many hands make light work!  
 
Have a safe and happy summer. See you on the lake!  
Your Friends at the CLIA  
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2022 Event Calendar: June - July (be sure to check cossayunalake.com for updates!) 
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2022 Event Calendar: August - Sept  (be sure to check cossayunalake.com for updates!) 
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2022 Herbicide Treatment Update          by Sheila Rappazzo, Herbicide Chair  
 

The herbicide treatment was done partially on May 26th and then completed on June 1st.  Approximately 
60 acres were treated for Eurasian Milfoil (Milfoil). A map showing the areas treated follows the update. 
 
There were numerous problems this year with getting the treatment done, most all of which were 
attributable to delays and mistakes made by our applicator, SOLitude.  Because of all of the wetland  
areas on our lake and DEC’s Wetlands Office requiring various restrictions in these areas, the permitting 
process is complicated.  In addition, due to delays by SOLitude, the application for the permit was not 
filed until April, which is much later than is usual.  The late filing delayed when DEC could issue the per-
mit, and schedule the treatment.  This, in addition to a number of other factors resulted in a limited 
window for treatment to occur.    
 
The herbicide treatment was not able to be completed on May 26th. SOLitude had problems with the 
air boat that generally is used for the treatment for Milfoil, and they were unable to complete the full 
treatment with the smaller boat because of wind conditions.  At that point, the remaining treatment for 
Milfoil and the treatment for Curlyleaf Pondweed (Curlyleaf) were rescheduled for June 1 st. 
 
When SOLitude returned on June 1 st, the treatment for Milfoil was finished, but we made a decision not 
to proceed with the treatment for Curlyleaf.  At that late time for treatment, we had missed the oppor-
tunity to treat before the turions (similar to seeds – how the plants replicate) are viable.   When a sam-
ple of Curlyleaf from the lake was examined, we found the turions were developed. If we treated now, 
it would kill the plant (about a month before it drops on its own) but all of these turions would still be 
viable to start growing next fall and spring. Our goal in treating the Curlyleaf is to treat early to mid-May 
to kill the plants before the turions are developed. So, we would be gaining very little by treating at this 
time. 
  
To mitigate the absence of herbicide treatment for Curlyleaf, we plan for the harvester to target areas 
that are heavily infested with it. We need to try to get some of the biomass of plant material out of the 
lake before it drops down to the lake bottom and decays, leading to a worse filamentous algae bloom. 
There definitely will be an algae bloom in a few weeks due to the large mass of Milfoil plants being 
treated.  This is another reason why we want treatments earlier, so the plants are not so big when they 
die and decay.   
 
It's been a very aggravating and frustrating year in dealing with SOLitude.  The delays and mistakes that 
they have made impact us and the lake.  This is the second year in a row that treatment has not been 
done for one of the invasive plants (last year Milfoil, this year Curlyleaf), which just makes the problem 
worse the following year.  Solitude’s excuses are that they are short staffed, which I'm sure is the case 
as that's a pretty universal problem, and that they are trying to train new staff. The new staff doesn't 
have the experience, so everything has taken longer and some mistakes have been made. While it’s un-
derstandable that staffing issues are a problem currently, it is really having a negative impact on us.  We 
are going to be looking into other potential applicators for next year.  While SOLitude is a huge company 
that has pretty much merged with or bought out the companies that were once competitors in this busi-
ness, we are going to look for alternative providers. 
 
If you have questions (including what kinds of weeds you have by your dock), please contact Sheila   
Rappazzo at sarappazzo@yahoo.com or 518-429-8312 (call or text). 
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2022 Herbicide Treatment Map           

Water Chestnut Pull                                by Gene Henry, Water Chestnut Removal Chair  
 

Mark your calendar! This season’s pulls are scheduled for Monday, June 20th, and Monday, July 11th. All sessions 

start at 10:00 am.  For the June 20th session, we will convene in Pratts Point.   
 

Water chestnuts are an invasive species, and if you’ve ever 

stepped on one, you know the importance of eradicating this 

aquatic pest.  Through the efforts of many cheerful volunteers, we 

have been able to keep the water chestnuts at bay.  However, we 

must remain ever vigilant!  Come join us for some good filthy fun and fellowship, and help keep your lake healthy! 
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Nominations for the August Election                    Joanne Bonacker, Nominating Chair 
 

The Board of Directors for the Cossayuna Lake Improvement Association (CLIA) consists of 4 Officers and 12 
Directors.  Officers serve 1-year terms and Directors serve 3-year terms.  Each year, all Officer positions and 
4 Director positions are up for election.   

Officer Positions 

This year, all CLIA Officers are seeking re-election: 
Lynn LeCours for President 
Peggy Pahoulis for Vice President 
Rick Ryan for Treasurer 
Anne Marie Marrone Caliendo for Secretary 
 

Director Positions 

With regard to the 4 open Director positions, Tim Hopkins, Tom LeCours and Sheila Rappazzo wish to       
continue and will stand for re-election.  Nancy Hieber has decided not to run again, and Anthony Calhoun 
has indicated an interest in filling this open position.  Marie Dumas will stand for election to fill the 2 years 
remaining on Peggy Pahoulis’ Director position. Mary Ferguson will be stepping down as Director, and Bob 
Reilly will stand for election to fill the 1 year remaining on her term. 
 

Brief bios of the candidates follow and will be available on the website for the August Election Meeting. 
 

Thank you to all officers and directors who donated so much of their time to care for the lake we all share. 
Please contact JoAnne Bonacker at (518) 369-9889 or at jbona5@aol.com if you have questions with regard 
to the upcoming elections. 

Meet the Candidates... 
 

Lynn LeCours - President 
As residents since 2016, my husband Tom and I feel very fortunate to call Cossayuna our home.  I’ve enjoyed 
volunteering my time over the past few years as director, social chair and Vice President. I look forward to 
serving as President alongside such a great team of volunteers and friends.   
 

Peggy Pahoulis - Vice President 
It does not seem possible that it’s been almost 10 years since I was able to return to Cossayuna to realize my 
dream of living on the property that has been in my family for generations.   These are my roots and I'm  
passionate about our lake, our lake community, and the CLIA.  Serving the CLIA wherever I’m needed is what 
I enjoy doing.   It would be my honor to assist our President in the coming year. 
 

Rick Ryan - Treasurer 
Rick has been a lifelong seasonal resident and has a place in the Oaks. Rick and his wife Joan are planning on 
becoming fulltime in a few years. Rick retired from NYS working in the IT field for 37 years. He served on the 
board back in 1989 to 1993 as a director. He volunteered for three years working on the Saturday harvesting 
crew. He also produced the newsletter for several years. 
 

Anne Marie Marrone Caliendo - Secretary 
Cossayuna Lake found my husband and me, along with our three children (21-year-old daughter and 16-year
-old boy/girl twins), in 2017.  It was love at first sight.  I am a life-long Long Islander who has earned my BBA, 
MBA and post-graduate degrees.  I have been a business administrator for over 25 years and am delighted to 
have the opportunity to continue to volunteer as a Board Member to give back to the lake we all love! 

mailto:jbona5@aol.com
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Anthony Calhoun - Director 
My name is Anthony Calhoun. I recently relocated to the lake from Dutchess County seven years ago. I am no 
stranger to Cossayuna lake as I have been coming to visit for the past seventeen years with my wife who grew up 
here. Seven years ago, we inherited her childhood home of 40 years and moved here full time. In that time, we 
have had two children and made the lake our home. I enjoy life on the lake because it is very different than I grew 
up in the inner city. I look forward to all of the opportunities living here can offer my family and me. My current 
position as Bank Manager of TrustCo Bank in Greenwich has allowed me time to give back to my   community and I 
look forward to helping out in any way possible. I look forward to meeting new people and sharing my life           
experiences.    
 

Marie Dumas - Director 
I hope to join the board of the CLIA to be part of preserving, or improving, our lake community and the activities 
that keep it so special.   I will roll up my sleeves and do what's necessary.    My husband John is already playing an 
active part in our community by managing the website and putting together the newsletter.   As a relative         
newcomer to the lake, I feel blessed to have found a home where John and I can start a tradition of hosting family, 
friends and possibly grandchildren for decades to come.  When we found our lake house on Cossayuna Lake we 
immediately felt at home. 
 

Tim Hopkins - Director 
My name is Tim Hopkins, my wife and I have lived on the lake since 1996.  Our first camp was in the Oaks and now 
we reside year-round on Hemlock Lane.  I am a self-employed contractor. I have a certificate in Environmental  
Conservation & Forestry with endorsements in first aid/CPR, land/forest management practices, tree identification, 
tree scaling (really), lumber grading, reforestation, soil conservation, stream bank repair and heavy equipment   
operation and safety.  I have had the pleasure of serving on the board before, and in the past I have operated the 
harvester for over 3 years. I would like to bring back to the CLIA Board my experience and education if               
elected.   Oh, and I can cook as well! 
 

Tom LeCours - Director 
My name is Tom LeCours. I have lived on the lake for 6 years now. I love the lake and our neighbors! I would like to 
continue the hard work the members of CLIA have done over the past decades to make and keep Cossayuna Lake 
beautiful. 
 

Sheila Rappazzo - Director 
Sheila and her husband Charlie have been on the Lake for 22 years; the first 5 in the Hemlocks, and the last 17 on 
East Lake Road. She loves being on the Lake, and loves having their children and grandchildren come and share the 
Lake with them. Sheila has a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical Engineering from Clarkson. She is retired after 
working for 36 years for the New York State Public Service Commission, holding positions in  engineering and   
management in the area of utility natural gas supply. Sheila's interest in serving on the CLIA Board is in Lake      
Management. She has been on the Board for the past 9 years, where she has worked on the Lake Management 
Task Force, particularly as Chair for the herbicide program. Sheila has enjoyed spending time on tasks and issues to 
keep our lake healthy and beautiful. 
 

Bob Reilly - Director 
I have lived most of my childhood and early adult life in Stony Brook, NY. I graduated from New York State          
University with a degree in automotive technology and have worked in a number of positions in the automotive 
industry, including owning a dealership in East Hampton. A widower, I married my current wife Kathleen Sullivan in 
2020. Our permanent home is in Coventry CT. We decided we wanted a summer house upstate NY on a lake, and 
after five months of searching found a home here on Cossayuna lake. We purchased in September of last year and 
moved in officially May 1st. Kathy and I are looking forward to many fun and enjoyable summers here at Cossayuna 
lake, and I am eager to be able to help the CLIA in any way that I can. 

 

Meet the Candidates… continued 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
 

On July 20, 1969, 
Neil Armstrong 
made history by  
taking the first  
step on the moon.  

 

Bruce Kinnin won CLIA’s first 
online 50/50 raffle of the 

2022    
season,  
splitting 
a pot  
totaling 

$975. Our congratulations to 
you, Bruce! 

 

 

 

 

 

This fine specimen was 
caught by Tim Murphy on 
May 23rd.  Great catch, Tim! 

Want to save money on your 
car insurance? Would you like 
to get rid of some of those 
pesky points on your driving 
record?   

Well, now you can! Nick Ferrandino, a Lake  
resident, retired NYPD officer and NYS Licensed 
Driving Instructor, will be giving the Point and 
Insurance Reduction Program on Sunday,     
August 7, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm at the CLIA Club-
house. 

The cost for the class is $60 which covers the 
cost of all materials plus a $10 donation to the 
CLIA. Once you complete the course, you have 
the choice of a 10% insurance rate reduction 
for 3 years or to reduce up to 4 points off your 
driving record.  Please note: the point and in-
surance reduction is available ONLY to NYS 
licensed drivers. 

THE DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR THE CLASS IS 
JULY 15th!  Go to the “Online Sign-Up” page 
on the website to register! 

...and speaking of the moon, we are absolutely 
over the moon with the fact that the number of 
donors to CLIA this year has surpassed last year’s 
total - and the season has just started!  We are so 
grateful for all the wonderful folks who open 
their hearts and wallets to help support our or-
ganization. We especially want to thank everyone 
who donates year after year!  Thank you and 
keep ‘em coming! 

Our Lake  

Want to twist, Charleston, Cha 
Cha or Disco dance?  Grab your 
dancing shoes and come dance 
the night away with Lynn 
(Gifford) Jackson every 
Wednesday in September from 7:00-7:45* p.m. at 
the CLIA clubhouse (Gifford Hall).  Lynn will teach a 
variety of dance moves geared for beginners with 
music from the 60s, 70s, and 80s.  The cost is $20 
for the 4-week session.  Proceeds will be donated 
to our Lake Management Fund.  Questions?     
Contact Lynn  Jackson at 518-878-9384 
or mamajackson616@hotmail.com.  Go to the 
Online Sign-up page on cossayunalake.com to   
register.       *You’re welcome to stay longer and 
sport your own moves to upbeat music. 

 
As of June 
16th, we are 
269 members 
strong! 

mailto:mamajackson616@hotmail.com
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2022 
Please patronize our advertisers and tell them that you appreciate their support of CLIA.  

Cossayuna Lake 
ADVERTISER DIRECTORY 

http://www.braymerfuels.com/
http://www.bunkerhillinn.com/
http://www.2ndstorysalon.wix.com/2ndstorysalon
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2022 Cossayuna Lake 
ADVERTISER DIRECTORY 

http://www.equitasny.com/lynn
http://www.salemfarmsupply.com/
http://www.lakestyleshop.com/
http://www.northcountryexcavating.com/
http://www.utopiaprecast.com/
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Go to cossayunalake.com/online-sign-up.html to renew your membership, 

to sign up for lake harvesting or to make a donation online! 
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Membership Benefits  
Pavilion rental at a very reasonable price. Table and chair rentals for parties.  

Use of the CLIA beach and dock and a voice in the future of our lake.  

Anyone who lives within one mile of the lake can be a member.  

Please join us!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLIA 

PO BOX 81 

Cossayuna, NY 12823-0081 

 

Return Service 

Requested 


