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Cossayuna Lake 
LATE SUMMER NEWSLETTER 

Going out with a Bang!                                              John Felicetti, CLIA Secretary 

The days leading up to the annual Boat Parade were filled with a low level anxiety.  Would the Lake Gods smile        
favorably on the loyal sons and daughters of Cossayuna and bring good weather for the parade and subsequent Ice 
Cream Social?  Well, yes they did - just barely.   
 
By all accounts, the parade was a howling success - more boats entered the contest than in recent years, and the    
imagination, handiwork and just plain goofiness of the entrants were on proud display.  More than a dozen craft of all 
types and sizes cruised the lake to the delight of spectators who lined the shore and cheered, waved or said to them-
selves “what the heck was THAT?”  Just as the last participants were nearing the end of the parade route, the skies 
darkened, and in a Cossayuna minute, rain pelted participants and spectators alike. 
 
Clothes were dampened, but not spirits, as the adventurous and hungry sought the comfort of  the CLIA Pavilion for a 
delicious Ice Cream Social. The Social was in full swing when, as a parting shot to the day’s festivities, an enormous 
lightning strike blew apart a pine tree on the CLIA grounds, mere feet from the building (and new roof!).  In what can 
only be described as a Cossayuna miracle, no one was hurt and no property (building or cars) were damaged. 
 
What a way to end such a fun day!  There is plenty of summer left, so be sure to check the events calendar on          
www.cossayunalake.com or facebook for the latest activities as summer swings into high gear. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Courtesy of Palma Kolansky 
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Summer 2019 Event Calendar 
Please check cossayunalake.com for the latest news about events! 

       
      JULY 
             20 - Jerry Simon Jr. Fishing Tournament 
             20 - Board Meeting – 9:30 am 
             20 - Private Rental 
             27 - Music by the Lakesiders!   7:00 pm – 10:00 pm; BYOB; $5 per person cover charge 
             31 – Water Chestnut Picking – 10:00 am - noon 
  
      AUGUST 
             03 - Board Meeting – 9:30 am 
             03 - Music by Jeff Williams - 7:00 pm - 10:00 pm   $5 cover charge 
             04 - Private Rental  
             10 - Private Rental 
             16 - Moby Dick's Fish Fry Social – 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm  $11 per person 
             17 - Annual Election Meeting – 10:00 am 
             17 - Chicken BBQ Dinner – 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm  / Raffle Baskets. $15 per person. Eat in or take out.  
                     Chicken, potatoes, corn on the cob, clam chowder, cornbread. 
                     This is our main fundraiser for the lake. We appreciate your support! 
             31 - Team Trivia Night - 6:00 pm - ? 
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2019 Herbicide Treatment Update              by Sheila Rappazzo, Herbicide Chair  

 

The herbicide treatment for Eurasian Milfoil appears to have been mostly effective.  A few patches of 

Milfoil were observed in a couple of the treated areas as well as in a couple areas that were not treated 

this year. We will have to evaluate strategies going forward. Next year we hope to utilize a new      

chemical, ProcellaCOR, recently approved by DEC for use in NYS. It is more expensive, but it is supposed 

to be extremely effective, requiring very small doses, and can target small individual areas. In addition, 

it does not have as many use restrictions as it dissipates very quickly.  We plan to meet this year with 

people from Snyder’s Lake who used ProcellaCOR. 

We did not treat for Curlyleaf Pondweed, this year or last, as we had hoped that it could be handled by 

the harvester. However, that was not successful, and there were massive amounts of Curlyleaf in vari-

ous areas of the lake this year. So it appears that we will have to return to herbicide use to control the 

Curlyleaf Pondweed. 

If you have questions (including what kinds of weeds you have by your dock), please contact Sheila   

Rappazzo at sarappazzo@yahoo.com or 518-429-8312 (call or text). 

 

2019 Lake Management Fact Sheet        by Lynn Wilbur, Lake Management Chair  

 

Cossayuna Lake covers 659 acres.  Of that acreage, we treated approximately 50 acres for Eurasian    

Milfoil in 2019.                    

                                              

We have 299 total shoreline properties, and have 151 harvesting program participants. 

 

We have steadily pushed back the two non-native weeds that 20 years ago covered the surface of over 

1/3 of the lake.  According to our CSLAP data (available on the Association website), water clarity has 

improved by 8 feet in that 20 year period.  It went from 5 feet average depth visibility to 13 feet average 

visibility.  

 

We also have been working with a pretty small budget.  Approximately half the people who could be 

members of the lake association are members (anyone who lives within a mile of the lake is eligible to 

join).  That means that only 50% of the lake people contribute to the increased health of the lake. 

Its getting harder for those families to continue to contribute, especially when their neighbors don’t. 

 

It’s not just your shoreline that makes the time at the lake so special.  As a wise gentlemen said 

 “You don’t just sit on your boat at your dock, you go out onto the lake. It’s not just your shoreline that 

makes people’s  time at the lake so special.”  Everyone who enjoys this lake should contribute to its 

care!    
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    Official Officer / Board Slate     
The election of officers and directors will be held at the election meeting on August 17th, 2019 at 10 am at the CLIA Pavilion. Voting members who wish to 
vote absentee in all matters except the election of Officers and Directors may give a written proxy to another member permitting the other member to 
vote in his or her place relative to all business items which may arise at that meeting.    

Slate of Candidates 

Officer Position                        Officers serve a 1-year term 

President                                              Lynn Wilbur 
Vice President                                     Kelly Pauley 
Secretary                                              John Felicetti 
Treasurer                                             Rick Ryan 

Director Positions                   Directors serve a 3-year term, unless a taking over a partially completed term                                   

3 year                                                    Nancy Hieber 
3 year                                                    Tim Hopkins 
3 year                                                    Tom LeCours         
3 year                                                    Sheila Rappazzo 
2 year                                                    Evelyn Costello  (completing Peter Moore's term) 
1 year                                                    Susan Roach  (completing Linda Snell's term) 
1 year                                                    Frank Buck  (completing Richard Snyder's term) 

A brief bio is included for each officer and any new board members.  Additional members of the board include Gene Henry, Rayna Henry, Lynn 
LeCours, Elisa Mussi, and Peggy Pahoulis.  As there are no contested seats, the Secretary will cast one vote for an uncontested ballot. 

Lynn Wilbur - President:  Lynn has served on the Board in the capacity of president, secretary and director at different times over the 30 years of her full-
time residency here on the lake. She has chaired the Lake Management Committee for many years also.  Lynn is a retired teacher. 

Kelly Pauley - Vice President   Kelly along with husband Joe and two boys have owned shoreline property on Cossayuna Lake since 2002.  I have been 
serving on the board for many years and would be proud to continue volunteering on behalf of the Lake Association.  You can find us on the west side of 
the lake.  My family and I feel it is very important to value and care for our lake and show pride in our community. 

John Felicetti - Secretary   John and his wife Marie Dumas are transitioning from life and work in the New Rochelle, NY area to the lake.  This will be John's 
3rd year as CLIA Secretary.  In addition to this role, John manages the website, is Editor of the newsletter, and manages the merchant ad and member 
classified ad programs.  John is productively retired after a 35 year career in IT and Management Consulting. 

Rick Ryan - Treasurer   Rick has been a lifelong seasonal resident and has a place in the Oaks. Rick and his wife Joan are planning on becoming fulltime in a 
few years. Rick retired from NYS working in the IT field for 37 years. He served on the board back in 1989 to 1993 as a director. He volunteered for three 
years working on the Saturday harvesting crew. He also produced the newsletter for several years. 

Frank Buck - Director  I am a retired contractor. My wife Donna and I of 54 years moved to Cossayuna 13 years ago. I Retired from the fire service last 
year with 50 years of serving as Fire Chief and president of the Vermont State Firefighters Association. I feel I can assist the Lake Association with my past 
experience.   

Evelyn Costello - Director   Evelyn, her husband Ed and their two sons recently relocated from Long Island to Cossayuna. Evelyn’s work experience in-
cludes Public Relations (NYC), Realtor (Long Island), and most recently Event Planner. Evelyn is passionate about preserving the health of the lake and 
looks forward to working with residents to make Cossayuna a place for families to enjoy for many years to come. 

Nancy Hieber - Director   In 1999 we purchased our house, located north of Pratts Point on East Lake Road. I retired from Empire BCBS in 2002 and from 
IBM in 2006. We then moved from Saratoga Springs to the lake full time. I have previously served on the Board and am eager to become involved again. 

Tim Hopkins - Director   My name is Tim Hopkins, my wife and I have lived on the lake since 1996.  Our first camp was in the Oaks and now we reside year
-round on Hemlock Lane.  I am a self-employed contractor. I have a certificate in Environmental Conservation & Forestry with endorsements in first aid/
CPR, land/forest mgmt practices, tree identification, tree scaling, lumber grading, reforestation, soil conservation, stream bank repair and heavy equip-
ment operation and safety.  I have had the pleasure of serving on the board before, and in the past I have operated the harvester for over 3 years.  I 
would like to bring back to the CLIA Board my experience and education if elected.  Oh, and I can cook as well! 

Tom LeCours - Director   Tom and his wife Lynn moved to the lake 3 years ago. He is the owner of Walton’s Screen Printing and Embroidery, where he 
started working in 1978 and bought the business in 1989. Since getting involved with the CLIA, Tom has donated his professional expertise to set up an 
online shop for Cossayuna Lake promotional items as a fundraiser for the Association.  Tom is interested in helping to improve the health and clarity of 
the lake for all to enjoy. 

Sheila Rappazzo - Director   My husband Charlie and I have been on the Lake for 19 years; the first 5 in the Hemlocks, and the last 14 on East Lake 
Road.  We love being on the Lake, and love having our children and grandchildren come and share the Lake with us. I have a Bachelors of Science degree 
in Chemical Engineering from Clarkson.  I am retired after working for 36 years for the New York State Public Service Commission, holding positions in 
engineering and management in the area of utility natural gas supply. We spend roughly half of the year at the Lake, and half at our home in Colonie, NY. 
My interest in serving on the CLIA Board is in Lake Management.  I have been on the Board for the past 6 years, where I have worked on the Lake        
Management Task Force, particularly as Chair for the herbicide program.  I have enjoyed spending time on tasks and issues to keep our lake healthy and 
beautiful. 

Sue Roach - Director   Sue has been enjoying Cossayuna Lake for over 50 years. At first visiting her parents camp, and later building her own camp at the 
same location. About 4 years ago she and her husband Mike retired, and now spend summers at the lake and winters in Florida.  Sue has been an active 
Board member for the past 2 years. She’s involved with the Social Committee and keeps members up to date with the latest CLIA activities on Facebook.  
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Proposed Change to By-laws 

The Board of Directors has recommended a change to ARTICLE VI, paragraph 5 of the Association Articles 

of Incorporation and By-laws. Per ARTICLE XVII, the change is being disseminated to the membership by 

means of email communication and publication in the Association newsletter, and will be voted on      

during the annual election meeting, scheduled for August 17, 2019.  

 

Currently paragraph 5 reads as follows: 

“The nominating committee will make available original ballots for the election of Officers and Directors. 

Such ballots must contain the names of all candidates. An absentee ballot will be made available to the 

members unable to attend the meeting. The ballot will be provided no later than 10 business days prior 

to the Election meeting. The member must return it to the Secretary or designated persona by the      

designated date so that it may be counted at the Election meeting. Only original ballots will be counted 

and photocopies and other representations of the ballot will be rejected.” 

 

The Board recommends the new paragraph 5 to read as follows: 

“The nominating committee will make available ballots for the election of Officers and Directors. Such 

ballots must contain the names of all candidates, and will be posted on the Association website. An     

absentee ballot will be made available to the members unable to attend the meeting. Members wishing 

to vote via an absentee ballot can print the ballot from the website, or request a ballot to be               

electronically or physically mailed to them, or picked up at a mutually convenient time and place from 

the Secretary or designated persona. The ballot will be provided no later than 10 business days prior to 

the Election meeting. The member must return it to the Secretary or designated persona by the          

designated date so that it may be counted at the Election meeting. Any ballot received must be from an 

active CLIA member with voting privileges and only one vote per member will be counted.  If both the 

member and the absentee ballot are on the premise at the time of the election the member will present 

their live vote and the absentee ballot will not be counted.” 

 

 

Per ARTICLE XVII, Modification of Articles of Incorporation and By-laws:     
The Corporation may revise, amend or appeal the Foundation Articles of Incorporation and By-laws after 
written notice to the membership. By-law changes require an affirmative vote not less than 2/3 of the 
members present and voting. 
 
The Association’s by-laws can be found on the CLIA website: cossayunalake.com/by-laws.html.   

Photo Courtesy of Palma Kolansky 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 

GREAT IDEA 

Rent a porta potty for a  

busy weekend, party or 

all summer! 

Stone Industries (800.446.6331) comes to 

empty, clean & sanitize them on a weekly 

basis.  Great deal and it saves the lake. 

August was named in honor of Augustus 

Caesar. It has 31 days because Augustus 

wanted as many days as  Julius Caesar's 

month of July. Previously named Sextilis 

in Latin, it was the sixth month of the 

Roman calendar. 

SHARK WEEK starts July 28th on 

The Discovery 
Channel 

AUGUST IS... 

  Admit You Are Happy Month 

  Black Business Month 

  Catfish Month 

  National Eye Exam Month 

  Goat Cheese Month 

  Immunization Awareness Month 

  Panini Month 

  Peach Month 

  National Picnic Month 

  Romance Awareness Month 

  Sandwich Month 

  Water Quality Month 

On August 2nd, 1790, the first 
United States Census  began. 
There were 3,929,214 people 
counted that year.  

"For every fog in 
August, there 
will be a snow-
fall in Winter." 
                              
- unknown  

BIG thanks to Lynn & Tom LeCours, Chris Cook, Sean Leathem, 
Rayna & Gene Henry and Gwen Grace from PRISM for their 
efforts in the last water chestnut pick on July 1st.  Next pick is 
scheduled for July 31st.                               
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So, What’s Up With Harvesting?                           Lynn Wilbur, CLIA President 

The harvesting program began in late May.  Our driver for the past two years started at the boat launch 

and went counter clockwise which means up to the north end and around the lake that way.  Brennan 

informed our Harvesting Chairperson Frank Gabianelli that he hurt is back (a non-work injury) and 

would be out for a few weeks.  Frank contacted Tim Hopkins our old harvester driver and asked him to 

put in some hours while Brennan recovered.  Tim generously agreed to put in as many after work hours 

as possible.  After two weeks Brennan notified Frank that he would not be coming back to work.   

At that time, we put out advertisements in email blasts and on our Facebook page.  Driving the          

harvester is not easy.  It’s a very big machine and people don’t like it if their docks get bumped and the 

machine doesn’t like it when a rock is hit.  For both those reasons we have to be very careful with who 

drives it. 

Tim has been filling in as much as his obligations allow.  Frank has started training John Ryan on the  

machine in open waters.  John is one of the two new truck drivers that we hired this year who are just 

learning the intricacies of working and moving the conveyer belt.  Frank also has another guy lined up 

to start learning to drive the harvester.  Training takes a lot of time and practice.  I hope everyone will 

continue to be supportive of our efforts as we limp through this year as best we can. 

The harvester has completed one loop around the lake and is well into the second.  Frank believes even 

with the limited work hours they will have the second loop completed by the end of the month.  In    

August they will make the third round.  Of course, we will most likely be hit with a huge Coontail growth 

in August.  We hope it will not be as bad as last years. 

In our harvesting participation forms we guarantee three cuttings per season.  Last year we did five 

loops, but most years we are able to complete 4 loops.  However, as we have seen, problems do come 

up!  Usually mechanical in nature, but this year we are experiencing personnel problems.  As always, we 

are doing the best we can.  I think that is very good for a small volunteer organization that is supported 

by about half the people that live around the lake.   

Hope this was helpful and informative. 

Enjoy! 

Lynn 

 

Weed harvester in action 
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2019 
Please patronize our advertisers and tell them that you appreciate their support of CLIA.  

Cossayuna Lake 
ADVERTISER DIRECTORY 

Go to 

cossayunalake.com 

and click on 

CONTACT US for more  

information about our  

ad programs! 

If you are reading this, 
                     so are your potential customers.  
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www.locustgrovesmokehouse.
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   Membership Benefits 
 

Pavilion rental at a very reasonable price.  Table and chair rentals for parties. 
Use of the CLIA beach and dock and a voice in the future of our lake. 

Anyone who lives within one mile of the lake can be a member.   
Please join us! 
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