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Cossayuna Lake 
LATE SUMMER NEWSLETTER 

The Long and Winding Road                           John Felicetti, Newsletter Editor 

These are not normal times.  “Social Distancing” is a thing.  So is wearing masks, ordering takeout, curbside 
pickup and wondering (worrying, really) about family, friends, neighbors, first responders and service      
providers.  In such unprecedented times, we look for the familiar, the stable, the safe and the comforting. 
Family time is precious to us, and we spend our time focused on the basics – cooking and sharing meals, 
watching TV, playing games and spending time on the water.  The lake is more precious to us than ever. 
 
We’ve had an abbreviated social calendar this year – gone from the calendar are the events we’ve come to 
enjoy so much – the Lakesiders, the Pot-Luck dinners, Yoga, Ice Cream socials… 
 
It would be understandable to be angry, upset or discouraged by what is going around us.  And, some of us 
have experienced profound personal losses in this pandemic that cannot be smoothed over or easily        
forgotten.  But despite the changes, some things have remained remarkably the same: neighbors looking 
out for each other; random acts of kindness; spending time on our beloved lake with family and (socially        
distant) friends. 
 
Lake life teaches us to be resilient and quietly tough when things don’t go as planned.  So, we endure, and 
we look for the good in the swirling disruption that defines 2020.  We are fortunate to have the lake as a 
safe haven during these times, and we will emerge, as a community, stronger and more vibrant than before. 
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    Official Officer / Board Slate     
The election of officers and directors will be held at the election meeting on August 29th, 2020 at 10 am at the CLIA Pavilion. Voting 
members who wish to vote absentee in all matters except the election of Officers and Directors may give a written proxy to anoth-
er member permitting the other member to vote in his or her place relative to all business items which may arise at that meeting.    

Slate of Candidates 

Officer Position                        Officers serve a 1-year term 
President                                              Evelyn Costello 
Vice President                                     Lynn LeCours 
Secretary                                              Ann Marie Caliendo 
Treasurer                                              Rick Ryan 

Director Positions                   Directors serve a 3-year term, unless a taking over a partially completed term                                   

3 year                                                    Joanne Bonacker 
3 year                                                    Edward Costello 
3 year                                                    Mary Ferguson  
3 year                                                    Lynn Wilbur 
1 year                                                    Charlie Cooke (completing Evelyn Costello’s term) 
1 year                                                    Lynn Pollock (completing Rayna Henry’s term) 

A brief bio is included for each officer and any new board members.  Additional members of the board include Gene Henry, Nancy 
Hieber, Tim Hopkins, Tom LeCours, Peggy Pahoulis and Sheila Rappazzo.  As there are no contested seats, the Secretary will cast 
one vote for an uncontested ballot. 

Evelyn Costello - President I have had the pleasure of owning a home on Cossayuna for 4 years.  Our family became full 
time residents a little over a year ago.  I am struck every morning by the beauty of the lake and I am looking forward to working to 
keep it as beautiful as it is.  I am grateful for this wonderful lake community and look forward to serving with enthusiasm! 
 
Lynn LeCours - Vice President  My husband Tom and I live on East Lake Road where we’ve enjoyed being part of this wonderful 
community for the past four years.   
 
Ann Marie Caliendo - Secretary    Cossayuna Lake found my husband  and me, along with our three children (19 year old daughter 
and 14 year old boy/girl twins), about three years ago.  It was love at first sight.  I am a life-long Long Islander who has earned my 
BBA, MBA and post-graduate degrees.  I have been a business administrator for over 25 years and am delighted to have the oppor-
tunity to serve as a Board Member to give back to the lake we love!  
 
Rick Ryan - Treasurer   Rick has been a lifelong seasonal resident and has a place in the Oaks. Rick and his wife Joan are planning on 
becoming fulltime in a few years. Rick retired from NYS working in the IT field for 37 years. He served on the board back in 1989 to 
1993 as a director. He volunteered for three years working on the Saturday harvesting crew. He also produced the newsletter for 
several years. 
 
Joanne Bonacker - Director   My family and I have been enjoying Cossayuna Lake for 30 years. At first it was long weekends and 
vacations, but now we are officially Snowbirds, and we spend half the year at camp. CLIA has done so much to enhance our lake 
life, with dances, dinners and new friends, and I feel it is time I gave it my full support as a Board member. 
 
Edward Costello - Director   Our family moved to the lake full time April 2019.  I work as a Financial Advisor with Morgan Stanley 
out of the Glens Falls office. I am motivated to serve in any capacity to promote and preserve the health of the lake.  

Mary Ferguson - Director   I am  a lifelong native of New York, married with two adult children and a grandma to two beautiful little 
girls.  I am a retired Psychiatric Social Worker and am completely enjoying my retirement life at our lake. 
 

Lynn Wilbur - Director   Lynn has served on the Board in the capacity of president, secretary and director at different times over 
the 30 years of her full-time residency here on the lake. She has chaired the Lake Management Committee for many years also. 
Lynn is a retired teacher.  
 
Charlie Cooke - Director   We built our camp on the west side of the lake in 1987.  I’m retired from Allstate Insurance Company and 
we are here full time April through October since retirement.  Our permanent home is in Old Tappan, NJ.   In the past 33 years, I 
have seen the CLIA make a vast difference in the condition of the lake and would like to see the progress continue.   
 
Lynn Pollock - Director   Lynn Pollock is retired from the NYSDOH as an immunization coordinator and epidemiologist and US Army 
Nurse Corp veteran. She's currently a consultant with the Immunization Action Coalition and CDC.  Lynn is a 3rd generation        
Cossayuna Lake summer resident and became a year round resident in 2014.  
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2020 Harvesting Update                             by Tim Hopkins, Harvesting Chair              
The harvester has been in the lake for about 2 months. During the first month, open waters were harvested. 
We started harvesting customer properties in mid-June.  We have had challenges this year to be sure.  We 

are harvesting a greater area this year and have experienced more mechanical 
breakdowns this year. Bad weather has also affected the harvesting program this 
year.  In addition, we are no longer allowed to dispose of the harvested weeds in 
the same place, so the Association is working on getting a new dump site.  Despite 
the challenges, we completed the first round of customer harvesting on July 14th, 
and after a period of open water harvesting, will resume our customer work. 
 

As a final note, Fran Buck is stepping down as Harvesting Chair.  We thank Fran for all his service to the         
Association in the past, and for his leadership in the harvesting program this year. I have been appointed by 
President Lynn Wilbur to run the harvesting program. 
 
For an update on the changes to the 2020 Harvesting Program from President Lynn Wilbur, please go to  
cossayunalake.com and click on the “Harvesting Info” page.   

2020 Herbicide Treatment Update              by Sheila Rappazzo, Herbicide Chair  

Herbicide treatment was applied in early May and has worked well.  The Association had not treated for 
Curlyleaf Pondweed for a couple of years, but this year it was treated before it went to seed. We were able 
to treated approximately 90 acres this year for Curlyleaf Pondweed and Eurasian Milfoil; of the 90 acres, 
approximately 15 acres were treated for both types of weeds. Curlyleaf Pondweed seems to be under    
control, even in areas not treated. We had to cut back on treatment acreage this year because of funding    
issues, and that the association kicked in to cover the shortfall.  This practice is not sustainable in the long 
run. In the fall, the Association will make decisions for next year’s treatment plan.  It’s important to note 
that we only treat for 2 non-native weeds – there are other native weeds in the lake. Also of note is that 
over the past 10 years, 1/3 of the septic systems around the lake have been replaced, repaired or are new, 
and that is good for the lake. 
 

If you have questions (including what kinds of weeds you have by your dock), 
please contact Sheila Rappazzo at sarappazzo@yahoo.com or 518-429-8312 
(call or text). 

Membership News                                      by Peg Pahoulis, Membership Chair              
Did you know... 
 
...it costs the CLIA  a minimum of $1.63 to print and mail EACH newsletter! Help reduce this expense by 
letting us send your newsletters by email or by going to our website. If you’re not already 
signed up and would like to be, simply email me and I’ll take care of it.  
 
...more than half of our members have added their information to our new Contact Directory! 
Some people opted for name and email only, though most of you have used your name, 
house # and street, email and phone. It’s easy to be added...just email me your preference at 
PegP413@gmail.com.  Enjoy the rest of your summer! 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

 

 Everyone had a great time at the annual 
Boat Parade!  This year’s winners:  
Most Creative: The COVID Crew 
Most Patriotic: The Jet Ski 
Funniest: The Shark Attack 

BIG thanks to Gene Henry 
and his band of hardy       
volunteers for their efforts in 
the last   water chestnut pick 
on July 6th.  Next pick is 
scheduled for 
July 30th at 10 
am at a place 
TBA.                               

      2020 Event Calendar 
 

      JULY 
             17 - Italian Night Food Truck – 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm  $11 per person 
             18 - Board Meeting – 9:30 am 
             26 - Private Rental 
             30 - Water Chestnut Picking – 10:00 am - noon; Baldwin’s Cove 
             31 - Friday Night Food Truck Pork Roast Dinner w/ mashed potatoes, corn on the cob, applesauce, roll & dessert                            

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm  $11 per person 
  
      AUGUST 
             14 - Creative Catering Food Truck - Menu TBA – 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm  $11 per person 
             15 - Board Meeting – 9:30 am         
             22 - “Love Our Lake” Chicken BBQ Dinner & Fundraiser – 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm   
                     Frank G’s famous chicken BBQ! Mega 50/50, Raffle Baskets and more.   
                     This is our main fundraiser for the lake. We appreciate your support! 
             29 - Annual Election Meeting – 10:00 am 
 
       SEPTEMBER 
             05 - Private Rental 
             06 - Private Rental 
             12 - Board Meeting - 9:30 am 
 
       OCTOBER 
             10 - Board Meeting - 9:30 am 
             10 - Monster Bash Halloween Party - 7:00 pm 

Peggy and John from last year’s Trivia 
Night champs defended the team’s 
crown this summer with tremendous 
help from Billy, Tara, Joe & Heide. 

New York State offers a convenient way to complete its required boating safety course 

online. Please check the attached link for more information.  If you are a boater or a 

jet skier, please do your part to make our lake a safe and enjoyable place for everyone. 

https://www.boat-ed.com/newyork/?kme=boat+fresh&campaign=ny+reviewsV1  

https://www.boat-ed.com/newyork/?kme=boat+fresh&campaign=ny+reviewsV1
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2020 
Please patronize our advertisers and tell them that you appreciate their support 

Cossayuna Lake 
ADVERTISER DIRECTORY 

Go to 

cossayunalake.com 

and click on 

CONTACT US for more  

information about our  

ad programs! 

If you are reading this, 

                     so are your potential customers.  
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   Membership Benefits 
 

Pavilion rental at a very reasonable price.  Table and chair rentals for parties. 
Use of the CLIA beach and dock and a voice in the future of our lake. 

Anyone who lives within one mile of the lake can be a member.   
Please join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you would like to receive this newsletter by email instead of paper, contact Nancy Hieber at 518.692.9206.  
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