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Cossayuna Lake 
SUMMER NEWSLETTER 

 Welcome!                                                 Lynn LeCours, Social and Public Relations Chair 

We welcomed the "unofficial" beginning of Summer with a very successful Memorial Day Breakfast. Over 200 people 
were served. Nice to see all the new and old faces gathered together under our NEW ROOF!   Many thanks go out to 
the amazing kitchen crew: Donna and Tim, Dwight, Paul and son Bill, Tony, and Frank. The food was delicious!  And a 
big shout out to the hard-working volunteer wait staff, ticket sellers and clean-up crew...Margie, Peggy, Evelyn and Ed, 
Anne, Jackie, Bill, Gracie and Dominick. You all did such a great job! 
 
Check the cossayunalake.com website for details on upcoming events.  A new addition this year is YOGA on Friday 
mornings at 9 am at the CLIA pavilion. This is a beginner class, and all are welcome! 
 
Remember...it's not too early to be thinking about decorations for your boat for the 4th of July Holiday Boat Parade! 
(which will be held on July 6th, by the way) The Star-Spangled Banner played promptly at 2:00 kicks off the event. The 
boats then head north, make their way up around Big Island, and then past the beach at The Oaks and back over to 
the CLIA Pavilion. Ice cream will be served at the Pavilion from 2-5 during the parade.  There will be prizes this year 
along with the usual bragging rights and your picture on the 2019 Boat Parade Wall of Fame.  
 
Another new event this year is the Pig Roast, July 27th from 4-7 pm. The menu includes the roast "beast" provided by 
the Locust Grove Smokehouse, clam chowder, baked beans, corn bread and dessert. Tickets are $20 per person.  We'll 
be taking donations for raffle baskets. Call me (518-531-4443) if you have a basket or any item or service you'd like to 
donate to the raffle. Be creative! Tickets will be on sale soon during Friday and Saturday night events. Our own 
Lakesiders Band will be playing into the wee hours...come for a great meal and stick around to dance the night away! 
 
We have a great community here on Cossayuna Lake.  If you are new to the lake, WELCOME!!   Please join us at our 
events and see what we are all about.  Your support is what keeps our community strong and our lake healthy.  

Photo Courtesy of Jeff Novak 

http://cossayunalake.com/
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Summer 2019 Event Calendar 
Please check cossayunalake.com for the latest news about events! 

     JUNE 
             01 - Private Rental 
             07 - Weekly Yoga with Lynn Edgerly!  9:00 am - 10:00 am.  Contact: lynn_edgerly@yahoo.com     
                     Member cost: $5 / session or $25 for the full 6 week session. 
                     Non-member cost: $7 / session or $30 for the full session. 
             08 – Boater Safety Course - 8:30 am - 5:00 pm - registration begins at 8:00 am 
                      CLIA Pavilion - 314 East Lake Road 
                      $20 per student Bring your lunch - Contact / Register with Lynn Enny glanenny@aol.com 
             08 - Spaghetti Western Dinner - 5:00 pm 
                                   Capt JJ will be spinning country tunes! 
                                   Prizes for best dressed cowboy and cowgirl!  
                                   To volunteer contact Sue Roach and Lynn LeCours 
             14 - Weekly Yoga with Lynn Edgerly! 9:00 am - 10:00 am.  Contact: lynn_edgerly@yahoo.com 
                     Members: $5 / Non-members: $7.         
             14 - Moby Dick's Fish Fry Social – 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm  $11 per person 
             15 - Board Meeting – 9:30 am 
             21 - Weekly Yoga with Lynn Edgerly! 9:00 am - 10:00 am.  Contact: lynn_edgerly@yahoo.com 
                     Members: $5 / Non-members: $7. 
             21 - TGIF with Capt JJ! Karaoke! Hot dogs available 6:00 pm - ? 
             28 - Weekly Yoga with Lynn Edgerly! 9:00 am - 10:00 am.  Contact: lynn_edgerly@yahoo.com 
                     Members: $5 / Non-members: $7. 
  
      JULY 
             01 – Water Chestnut Picking – 10:00 am - noon 
             05 - Weekly Yoga with Lynn Edgerly! 9:00 am - 10:00 am.  Contact: lynn_edgerly@yahoo.com 
                     Members: $5 / Non-members: $7. 
             06 - Boat Parade – 2:00 pm 
             06 - Ice Cream Social – 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm   Membership Table 
             12 - Weekly Yoga with Lynn Edgerly! 9:00 am - 10:00 am.  Contact: lynn_edgerly@yahoo.com 
                     Members: $5 / Non-members: $7. 
             13 - General Membership Continental Breakfast – 9:00 am – 10:00 am 
             13 - General Membership Meeting – 10:00 am 
             13 - Pot Luck and Karaoke with Capt JJ. Bring a dish to share! 6:00 pm - ? 
             20 - Jerry Simon Jr. Fishing Tournament 
             20 - Board Meeting – 9:30 am 
             20 - Private Rental 
             27 - Pig Roast / Chowderfest – 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm / Raffle Baskets 
             27 - Music by the Lakesiders – 6:00 pm – 10:00 pm 
             31 – Water Chestnut Picking – 10:00 am - noon 
  
      AUGUST 
             03 - Board Meeting – 9:30 am 
             03 - Music by Jeff Williams 
             04 - Private Rental  
             10 - Private Rental 
             16 - Moby Dick's Fish Fry Social – 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm  $11 per person 
             17 - Annual Election Meeting – 10:00 am 
             17 - Chicken BBQ Dinner – 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
             31 - Team Trivia Night - 6:00 pm - ? 
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2019 Herbicide Treatment Update          by Sheila Rappazzo, Herbicide Chair  
 

The chemical treatment of the Lake took place on Monday, May 20th. Weather conditions were good 

for the treatment, so the application went well.  The focus of the treatment this year was on Milfoil; 40 

acres in the south end of the lake where there have not been treatments in a few years, and 10          

additional acres in other troublesome spots around the lake where Milfoil keeps making a return        

appearance.  Large patches of Milfoil have been observed in a few areas around the lake, and we will 

have to keep an eye on it and evaluate strategies going forward.   

 

We did not treat for Curlyleaf Pondweed as we had in some past years because it has been knocked 

back from where it was a few years ago.  We are hopeful that the remaining Curlyleaf will be able to be        

handled by the harvester.   

 

And while the Milfoil population is nothing like it was six years ago, we are trying to keep it in check. 

Thanks to the donations of many, we made a decision to proceed with treatment, and approximately 50 

acres were treated.  Unfortunately, we did not raise enough to cover the cost of the full treatment.   

Rather than limit how much we could treat, the Board made the decision to pay any remaining funds 

needed when Solitude bills us for the treatment.  The Board decided to use CLIA funds from various 

fundraising events.  Funding is always an issue, and it seems that as the lake has improved, the money       

dwindles.  Keeping Milfoil in check is a daunting task. It is very resilient; it is an aggressive, invasive 

weed.  And it’s not too late to donate! 

 

Next year we hope to utilize a new chemical, ProcellaCOR, recently approved by DEC for use in NYS.  It is 

more expensive, but it is supposed to be extremely effective, requiring very small doses, and can target 

small individual areas.  In addition, it does not have as many use restrictions as it dissipates very quickly.  

We intend to find out more detail on this chemical from other lakes that have utilized it.  A post treat-

ment assessment will be performed by Solitude, our applicator, to assess the areas that were treated 

and also to identify other areas that have significant Milfoil growth.  

 

As we reported in the last newsletter, we had experienced some significant issues with DEC earlier this 

year. We believe that those issues have largely been resolved at this point.  The one individual with 

whom we have had issues with over the last few years has recently retired.  We have been told by Scott 

Kishbaugh, who has been head of DEC’s CSLAP program, that the new person who will be in the        

Warrensburg office will be eager to work with us. Scott Kishbaugh has used Cossayuna as the success 

story of CSLAP, one of the only lakes showing continuous improvement.  

 

If you have questions (including what kinds of weeds you have by your dock), please contact Sheila       

Rappazzo at sarappazzo@yahoo.com or 518-429-8312 (call or text). 
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Call for Nominations                                               Peter Moore, Nominating Chair 

The Lake needs help!  We need new blood!  Are you available or know someone who would be a great CLIA Board 
member?  Each year we have 4 vacancies for 3-year terms for the CLIA Board.  This year we also will have three     
partial terms to fill: two positions have one year remaining and the other has two years remaining.  
 
Association president Lynn Wilbur will be appointing Evelyn Costello to fill my position at the June Board 
meeting.  Welcome to Evy Costello, a year-round resident from the Oaks who has volunteered to step up.  I will leave 
the Board at that meeting after 15 years. 
 
The last two years we have been searching for a person to fill the Treasurer’s position from which our very capable 
Rayna has wanted to retire.  Rick Ryan has been appointed to the position of treasurer and nominated to be elected 
to that position in August.  We are fortunate to have someone with Rick’s experience.   All the present Officers have 
said they would again stand for election.  Of course, if anyone is interested in an Officer’s position, they are more 
than  welcome to stand for election as well. 
 
Sheila Rappazzo, a current Board member, is willing to continue in another three-year term. Also, Tom LeCours was 
appointed to an open director’s term last September and will stand again for a director’s position. As a result, we 
have only three people standing for the seven open positions. 
 
The Board is hoping that some new people will be nominated and elected to fill the open positions with new blood, 
new ideas, fresh energy and who are “lake lovers”.  You can nominate yourself or anyone else.  Please contact me 
at more.moore2010@gmail.com, call me at my home phone 692-8104, or text me at 845-641-2967. 
 
If you have been on the Board in the past and would like the chance to come back on, please send me your name 
also.  Experience is always welcomed back!   
 

Membership is My Thing!                                     Peggy Pahoulis, Membership Chair 

Membership is my thing!   I’ve gone from wondering whether my membership is important to the CLIA, to being a 
staunch, “everyone needs to join” standard bearer.   
 
I love being here and I do all I can to care for my property and to preserve it for future generations.  To me, the lake is 
no different; it’s taken years of hard work by dedicated residents like you and me to bring the quality and beauty of 
Cossayuna Lake up to what it is today.  It can continue, but only if we support these efforts with our membership  
dollars.   
 
Maybe your check is sitting on the counter, waiting for an envelope, or you’ve misplaced the CLIA mailing that       
included the membership form*. Whatever the reason for the delay, we hope you will put your check into the mail 
soon.  It’s never too late.     
 
And if you have sent in your membership dues but you know someone who hasn’t, please encourage them to do so.  
It really takes all of us participating to keep this going.  
 
*The All-in-one Membership Form can be found on our website….just Google “Cossayuna Lake Improvement             
Association”. 
 

Proposed Project 
After many years of providing shade, the tents outside the pavilion that Ora and Steve Frenchak generously donated 
have given up the ghost.  It has been proposed that we build a covered area to replace the tents  using the sheets of 
the old metal roofing that are still in good shape.  We will provide details of the project and cost estimates at the  
General Membership meeting so the membership can decide as to whether or not they wish to pursue this project. 

mailto:more.moore2010@gmail.com
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We Need Help!                                                                     Lynn Wilbur, President, CLIA 

Frank Gabianelli is going to take a well-deserved rest after serving the Lake Association for many, many years.  
Frank has fulfilled several extremely important roles for the Association.  He took over the harvesting        
program from Dan Rokjer and Ron Remillard, both of whom had served for many years and can vouch for the 
difficulty of running that program.  Frank did all aspects of the harvesting program by himself, which is      
usually a two-person job.  
 
Frank has also been chairperson of the Building and Grounds committee and has used his mechanical talents 
to make many improvements.  He built our new office/store area, and redid our back storage room with help 
from Gene Henry. He put in new low energy lights in the main hall that dim!  He also put in a new door and 
one more ceiling fan.  Frank and Mike Mound installed a new well water holding tank inside the ladies’       
restroom.  The old one (whose bladder was shot) was outside. 
 
He cuts the grass and rakes the leaves.  Frank also manages the spillway which is another job that is not easy.  
Along with all that he and Kathy host the Moby Dick events. 
 
So we have what I deem is a crisis.  Frank will leave a big hole in managing the lake and within the CLIA       
organization.  From my perspective, we will need to find four people who would be willing to step up to take 
care of everything that Frank has done.   One person would need to be the harvesting paperwork person, 
keeping worker’s hours along with scheduling and directing harvester tasking.  A second, mechanically      
proficient person is needed to care for the harvester and truck and to move the conveyor to the different 
pick up locations around the lake.  A third person is needed to chair the Building and Grounds committee (a 
bit easier task since things are in such good shape now), focusing on making sure the grass is cut (this has 
been done by the harvesting truck driver while he waits for another load) and performing light maintenance.  
Finally, we need a fourth person to manage the spillway.  
 
If you are interested, or know someone who might be interested, please let Peter Moore or me know.  Also, 
please attend the General Membership meeting; we need everyone’s input.  
 
We have been blessed with some great volunteers joining the board recently.  It’s a good thing because the 
old guard is getting tired.  New blood is needed.  This lake needs constant and consistent care so your        
children and grandchildren will be able to continue to enjoy it in the future.  Please consider lending a hand. 
 
Lynn Wilbur 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

 

GREAT IDEA 

Rent a porta potty for a  

busy weekend, party or 

all summer! 

 

Stone Industries (800.446.6331) comes to 

empty, clean & sanitize them on a weekly 

basis.  Great deal and it saves the lake. 

LOW-LEVEL LIGHTING   Light pollution affects our enjoyment of the night sky. 

Light “trespass” can aggravate neighbors and produce glare which detracts from 
the benefits of well-designed outdoor lighting. 
 
Use These Decision Guidelines for Outdoor Lighting 

When planning any outdoor lighting project, consider these basic guidelines: 

• Select light fixtures that put the light only where it is needed. 

• Select light bulbs for the fixture that produce an appropriate brightness level. 

• Minimize blue light emissions – use 3000K color temperature or lower.  

 

BOAT PARADE   

This year the July 4th holiday boat parade will be on Saturday, July 6th starting at the CLIA dock at 2:00.  The parade will set off and 

go up the east side around the island, and then down the west side to the lower tip of the Oaks peninsula, before it crosses back to 

the east side to head back up to the CLIA for the judges’ decisions.   

 

While the parade is going on, we will be serving ice cream sundaes at the pavilion from 2:00 until 5:00.  So please come over and 

watch the parade start off or stop by to see who won each category (funniest, most patriotic and most original) or anything time in 

between.  Please just come have ice cream on us. We extended the hours so parade participants can come and have ice cream 

after the parade.  Parade rain date is July 14th.     

CLASSIFIEDS 

WEED HARVESTING          
The harvester entered the lake on 

Tuesday, May 28th. It will be 

cutting open waters in Turtle 

Cove, Pratts Point and around the 

small island where there are large 

amounts of Curlyleaf Pondweed 

and Milfoil. Then the harvester 

will move to the North end 

around June 4th or 5th, and cut 

open water to address large weed 

beds there. Once they are cut, we 

will start with customers at the 

boat launch and work North 

around the lake. If you have any 

questions, please contact Frank 

Gabianelli (518-531-4121). 



 

  8 



 

  9 

2019 
Please patronize our advertisers and tell them that you appreciate their support of CLIA.  

Cossayuna Lake 
ADVERTISER DIRECTORY 

Go to 

cossayunalake.com 

and click on 

CONTACT US for more  

information about our  

ad programs! 

If you are reading this, 
                     so are your potential customers.  



 

  10 

www.locustgrovesmokehouse.
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   Membership Benefits 
 

Pavilion rental at a very reasonable price.  Table and chair rentals for parties. 
Use of the CLIA beach and dock and a voice in the future of our lake. 

Anyone who lives within one mile of the lake can be a member.   
Please join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

CLIA 
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Cossayuna, NY 12823-0081 
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Photo Courtesy of Abbey McCormick 


